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MEMORANDUM 
 
Date:  May 18, 2020 
 
To:  Ray Keller, Village Manager 
 
From:  Sarosh Saher, Community Development Director 
 
CC:  Mary Meyer, Building Services Supervisor 
 
Re: Bid Award: Weed Abatement (Mowing) Contract 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Issue 
 
The FY 2020 budget includes $15,000 in the General Fund for obtaining the services of a 
landscape contractor for weed abatement / grass mowing services, particularly for properties in 
violation of Section 4-4-2 of the Lake Zurich Municipal Code related to weed cutting 
requirements, or for properties that have been abandoned by owners or are undergoing foreclosure. 
 
Competitive bidding was conducted for these services.  The Village received two (2) bids for the 
requested services. 
 
Village Strategic Plan. This agenda item is consistent with the following objectives under Goal 
#2 – Development: 
 

• Become more business friendly and customer oriented. 
 
Background 
 
In accordance with Section 4-4-2, the Community Development Department enforces 
maintenance of properties, including maximum allowed weed/growth height of no greater than 8 
inches. Those properties found to be in violation and do not comply with Village warnings are 
forwarded to a Village-hired landscaping contractor for cutting.  
 
A Request for Proposals (RFP) was sent out on April 13, 2020 to nine local area landscape 
companies, requesting submission of proposals by May 5, 2020. The contract period would cover 
the Village’s requirements for weed abatement and mowing from June 1, 2020 through May 31, 
2021. 
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Services requested include mowing, weed-eating, edging, and either blowing, mulching or 
removing clippings from the property. Additional services (extras) conducted at the request and 
authorization of the village would include abatement of dangerous and noxious weeds and removal 
of rubbish, refuse and flammable materials from the property, plant bed cleaning, bush trimming 
and any other work requested and/or authorized by the village. 
 
Analysis 
 
The bid opening on May 5, 2020 yielded two (2) bids. The lowest responsible bid was received 
from Milieu Landscaping out of Wheeling, IL. The company has been in business since 1987 and 
intends to mobilize its team from a yard in Wauconda. The company also provides its services to 
other area municipalities such as Long Grove, Arlington Heights, Niles and Wheeling. 
 

The bid results are summarized below: 

Name of Bidder Average Bid 
Amount (per acre) 

Milieu Landscaping (Wheeling, IL) $110 

Natural Environments (Lake Zurich, IL) $148 
 

Recommendation 
 
Award a contract for the 2020 Weed Abatement and Mowing Services to Milieu Landscaping of 
Wheeling, IL in the amounts as specified in the bid document and averaging at $110 per acre. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Sarosh Saher, AICP 
Community Development Director 
 
Attachments:  
1. Bid Results and Tabulation 
2. Bid Submittal - Milieu Landscaping 
3. RFP for Weed Abatement (Mowing) Services 













Weed Abatement Services (Mowing Contracts)

Proposals

Natural Environments Milieu Landscaping

Timeframe provided not provided within 5 business days

Fee schedule

Lots less than 1/2 acre $85.00 $70.00

1/2 to 1 acre $125.00 $50 per 1/2 acre

greater than 1 acre (cost per acre) $150.00 $90.00

Average rate (per acre) $148/acre $110/acre

Breakdown provided not specified include travel, labor, equipment

Additional items

debris removal (per cubic yard) $100.00 $75.00

plant bed cleaning (per sq.ft.) not provided $4/sq.ft.; min $75/visit

Bush trimming not provided $100/lin.ft.; min $75/visit

Hourly rate (when requested) $65.00 $55/hr; min $75/visit

Liability Insurance not provided provided

Hold Harmless not provided provided

Billing timeframe not provided 30 days

experience 35 years 33 years

references none provided



 

  
 
 
 
 
      
  

 

 
  

 

 

VILLAGE OF LAKE ZURICH 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 

For 

WEED ABATEMENT SERVICES 
Dated: April 13, 2020 

 

PROJECT AWARD  TIMELINE 
Release RFP April 13, 2020 
Deadline for Submission of Proposals May 4, 2020 at 10:00 am 
Evaluation of Proposals and Selection Process May 4, 2020 – May 18, 2020 
Award of Contract (tentative)  End of May 2020 

 

 

Community Services Facility 

Community Development Department 

505 Telser Road 

Lake Zurich, IL 60047 

Phone: 847-540-1696 x8150 

Sarosh.Saher@LakeZurich.org  

Mary.Meyer@LakeZurich.org 
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NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Village of Lake Zurich Community Development 
Department is requesting proposals for weed abatement / grass mowing services, particularly for 
properties in violation of Section 4-4-2 of the Lake Zurich Municipal Code related to weed cutting 
requirements, or for properties that have been abandoned by owners or are undergoing foreclosure. 
In accordance with Section 4-4-2, the Community Development Department enforces maintenance 
of properties, including maximum allowed weed/growth height of no greater than 8 inches. Those 
properties found to be in violation and do not comply with Village warnings are forwarded to the 
Village-hired landscaping contractor for cutting. If you wish to be awarded abatement contract 
with the Village of Lake Zurich, please submit proposals via mail to: 

Sarosh Saher, Community Development Director 

Community Services Facility 

505 Telser Road 

Lake Zurich, IL 60047 

Sealed proposals may be either mailed or hand delivered.  If the proposal is sent by mail, the vendor 
shall be responsible for actual delivery of the proposal to the proper office before the deadline.  All 
proposals received after the date and time specified will be rejected.  Faxed and emailed responses 
will not be accepted – all faxes and emailed responses received will be rejected. 

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS. 

All proposals must include: 

1) Timeframe: The typical timeframe expected, from time we advise contractor of request to 
cut, to cut completion. 
 

2) Fee Schedule: The fee schedule must include unit cost for cutting lots as follows. The unit 
in this case is land area measured in one-half (½) acre or one acre units: 

a. Lots less than one-half (½) acre – include cost per ½ acre. 
b. Lots one-half (½) acre to one (1) acre – include cost per ½ acre. 
c. Lots larger than one (1) acre – include cost per acre. 

 
The fee schedule should include a breakdown of costs to include: 

a. Total unit cost for basic mowing services per occurrence (visit). 
b. Breakdown of the total cost inclusive of travel costs, equipment considerations, 

actual labor, etc. 
c. Additional items (extras) as requested and authorized by the Village to include: 

i. Removal of rubbish, refuse and flammable materials 
ii. Plant bed cleaning 

iii. Bush trimming 
iv. Other items as requested and/or authorized by the Village of Lake Zurich  
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3) Liability Insurance: The service provider (landscape contractor) shall, throughout the 
duration of the contract, maintain comprehensive general liability and property damage 
insurance, or commercial general liability insurance, covering all operations of the service 
provider, its agents and employees, performed in connection to this contract. The service 
provider must maintain the following minimum limits: 

a. Combined Single Limit Per Occurrence - $1,000,000 
b. General Aggregate: - $2,000,000 

 
4) Hold Harmless: The service provider shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the 

Village of Lake Zurich from an against any and all claims, demands, damages, liabilities, 
costs, and expenses (including court costs and attorney’s fees) resulting from or arising out 
of the service provider’s performance of services under this agreement. Providers 
indemnification shall include any and all expenses, costs, attorney’s fees and liability 
incurred by the Village in defending of such claims, whether the same proceed to 
judgements or not. Further, the Service Provider at its own expense shall, upon written 
request by the Village, defend any such suit or action brought against the Village of Lake 
Zurich. 
 

5) Billing Timeframe and Terms: Provide the typical timeframe expected for billing 
information and your terms.  
 

6) Experience: Number of years in business. 
 

7) References: Provide a minimum of 3 references (if possible, municipal clients preferred). 
 

8) Confirmations: Provide confirmation that no employee will engage in alcohol or illegal 
drug use during or prior to performing services. Secondly, provide confirmation that any 
damage to equipment is the sole responsibility of the service provider (landscape 
contractor). 

AWARD OF CONTRACT 

The Village will use the following criteria as the basis for evaluation of the proposals and the 
award recommendation: 

1. Experience, resources, and qualifications of the firm. 
2. Fee schedule. 

CONTRACT PERIOD 

The contract period shall cover the Village’s requirements for weed abatement from June 1, 2020 
through May 31, 2021. 

SCOPE OF WORK 

The contractor is responsible for furnishing all labor, methods, processes, tools, machinery, 
equipment, transportation and services necessary for mowing services. Such services will at a 
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minimum include mowing, weed-eating, edging, and either blowing, mulching or removing 
clippings from the property.  

Additional services (extras) conducted at the request and authorization of the village may include 
abatement of dangerous and noxious weeds and removal of rubbish, refuse and flammable 
materials from the property, plant bed cleaning, bush trimming and any other work requested 
and/or authorized by the village. 

TERMINATION OF CONTRACT 

The Village of Lake Zurich retains the right to terminate the service agreement by giving ten (10) 
days written notice to the service provider. 

CLEAN UP 

All weeds, rubbish, debris and flammable materials that are ordered to be removed from parcels 
shall be deposited at an approved dumpsite. The service provider shall be responsible for disposal, 
including costs of removing all debris through the duration of the service agreement. 

PROTECTION OF EXISTING IMPROVEMENTS 

The service provider shall be responsible for the protection of public and private property adjacent 
to the work site, from damages and shall exercise all due caution to avoid damage to said property. 
Unless otherwise provided, the service provider shall repair or replace all existing improvements 
(i.e. sidewalks, driveways, fences, signs, structures, etc.) damaged as a result of their operations. 
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